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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1,3-11, 13-16, and 20-22 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2 ) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1, 3, 6, 9, 15, 16, and 20-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Staples et al. (US 2002/01 18671). 

4. In regards to claim 1, Staples discloses a virtual private communications network 
comprising: a communications server (figure 3 A elements 110 and 120); a plurality of digital 
telephones connected to said communications server in a private telephone network (fig. 3A 
elements 142A-C; paragraph 35 indicates the office phones may be digital; the dashed line 
around the phones indicates they are part of the private network making up the office 
environment.); at least once communications trunk connecting said communications server to a 
public telephone network (fig. 3 A both server 110 and server 120 are connected to the PSTN 
[with un-numbered lines]); a remotely connected device communicating with said 
communications server (fig. 3 A. 130); and a remote telephone (fig. 11.1110) connected to said 
public telephone network (fig. 11.115; connected through the remote device) and located in the 
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vicinity of said remotely connected device (paragraph 1 82 indicates the remote phone and 
remote device are coupled together, which requires physical proximity), telephonic 
communications being provided to and from said remote telephone through said public telephone 
network in cooperation with said communications server and controlled by said remotely 
connected device (fig. 1 1 illustrates how the remote device can be used to facilitate 
communication between a remote telephone and the communications server using PSTN), said 
remotely connected device and said remote telephone being a virtual digital telephone acting as a 
locally connected digital telephone in said private telephone network with access to digital 
telephone features, wherein said remotely connected device has access to all communications 
server features (paragraph 42 discloses the goal of the invention is to provide a remote user with 
a virtual digital phone with access to digital phone features and all the features of the 
communications server.). 

5. In regards to claim 3, Staples discloses a VPCN as claimed in claim 1 wherein said 
remotely connected device is a web enabled device connected over the Internet (fig. 11.1113 is a 
modem for connecting to Internet 1 1 19), said VPCN further comprising: a web server connected 
to said communications server and the Internet (fig. 11.1118). 

6. In regards to claim 6, Staples discloses a VPCN as in claim 1 wherein said 
communications server is a PBX server (paragraph 1 10) providing said digital telephone 
features, said features comprising: call connection processing (p. 8 and 9); call status (p. 23); 
partner identification (p. 22); call duration (p. 23); incoming call indication (p. 9 and 22); call 
hold/resume (p. 19 and 20); consultation (p.13); redial (p.21); call forwarding (p. 12); speed 
dialing (p.23); and a local address book (p.23). 



Application/Control Number: 10/032,889 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2616 

7. In regards to claim 9, Staples discloses a VPCN comprising: a PBX server (fig. 3A.1 10); 
a web server connected to said PBX server and the Internet (fig. 1 1 . 1 1 1 8); a plurality of digital 
telephones connected to said PBX server in a private telephone network (fig. 3 A elements 142A- 
C; paragraph 35 indicates the office phones may be digital; the dashed line around the phones 
indicates they are part of the private network making up the office environment.); at least once 
communications trunk connecting said PBX server to a public telephone network (fig. 3A both 
server 110 and server 120 are connected to the PSTN [with un-numbered lines]); a remotely 
connected device communicating with said PBX server (fig. 3A.130); and a remote telephone 
(fig. 11.1110) connected to said public telephone network (fig. 11.115; connected through the 
remote device) and located in the vicinity of said remotely connected device (paragraph 182 
indicates the remote phone and remote device are coupled together, which requires physical 
proximity), telephonic communications being provided to and from said remote telephone 
through said public telephone network in cooperation with said PBX server and controlled by 
said remotely connected device (fig. 1 1 illustrates how the remote device can be used to facilitate 
communication between a remote telephone and the communications server using PSTN), said 
remotely connected device and said remote telephone being a virtual digital telephone acting as a 
locally connected digital telephone in said private telephone network with access to digital 
telephone features, wherein said remotely connected device has access to all PBX server features 
(paragraph 42 discloses the goal of the invention is to provide a remote user with a virtual digital 
phone with access to digital phone features and all the features of the communications server.). 

8. Claim 15 is rejected upon the same grounds as claim 9. 



Application/Control Number: 10/032,889 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2616 

9. In regards to claim 16, Staples discloses a method as in claim 15 wherein the step of 
connecting the remotely located web enabled device comprise the steps of: calling an Internet 
service provider (Inherent; a dial-up modem, such as fig. 11.1113 must first call the service 
provider to establish a connection); negotiating a modem connection with said ISP (Inherent; 
once the modem has contacted the ISP it negotiates for access); and connecting to a web server 
connected to said communications server, calls to said remote telephone being controlled by said 
web enabled device in real time (fig. 12 and p. 183-186 disclose how to ensure real time 
operation.). 

10. In regards to claim 20, Staples discloses a virtual private communications network 
comprising: a communications server in a private network (figure 3 A elements 110 and 120); at 
least once communications trunk connecting said communications server to a public telephone 
network (fig. 3 A both server 1 10 and server 120 are connected to the PSTN [with un-numbered 
lines]); a remotely connected device communicating with said communications server (fig. 
3A.130); and a remote telephone (fig. 11.1110) connected to said public telephone network (fig. 
11.115; connected through the remote device) and located in the vicinity of said remotely 
connected device (paragraph 182 indicates the remote phone and remote device are coupled 
together, which requires physical proximity), telephonic communications being provided to and 
from said remote telephone through said public telephone network in cooperation with said 
communications server and controlled by said remotely connected device (fig. 1 1 illustrates how 
the remote device can be used to facilitate communication between a remote telephone and the 
communications server using PSTN), said remotely connected device and said remote telephone 
being a virtual digital telephone acting as a locally connected digital telephone in said private 
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telephone network with access to digital telephone features, wherein said remotely connected 
device has access to all communications server features (paragraph 42 discloses the goal of the 
invention is to provide a remote user with a virtual digital phone with access to digital phone 
features and all the features of the communications server.). 

1 1 . Claims 21 and 22 are rejected upon the same grounds as claim 6. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

12. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

13. Claim4, 5, 7, 8, 10, 1 1, 13, 14, and 23-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Staples et al. (US 2002/01 18671) in view of Weinstein et al. (US 
2001/0026609). 

14. In regards to claim 4, Staples discloses a VPCN as in claim 3, wherein said web enabled 
device is a personal computer (fig. 11.112), but does not disclose selecting a corresponding 
remote telephone. 

Weinstein discloses in paragraph 8 the system dials the caller and the callee according to 
selected numbers and then bridges the call. Additionally, paragraph 76 discloses selecting the 
remote telephone in a preference order set by the user. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to select a remote telephone, as disclosed by Weinstein, in the VPCN disclosed by Staples 
because doing so allows the user to specify the preferred telephone to use, based upon for 
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example the time of day, as described in paragraph 76 of Weinstein. This helps ensure call 
completion regardless of the time or location of the user. 

15. In regards to claim 5, Staples discloses wherein at least one PC includes a modem (fig. 
11.1113) connecting to the Internet (fig. 11.1119), over a second public network, different than 
said public network (fig. 11.1118). 

16. In regards to claim 7, Staples discloses a VPCN as in claim 1, but not wherein said 
remote telephone is a WAP device connected over the Internet. 

Weintein discloses a WAP device connected over the Internet in paragraph 8. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to use a WAP device as the remote telephone, as taught by Weinstein, in the VPCN of Staples 
because devices such as cell phones and PDAs are widely used and easy to carry anywhere. 
Additionally, many households are only using cell phones, so even if a worker is at home a 
landline phone may not be available. 

17. In regards to claim 8, Staples and Weinstein disclose wherein said WAP is a PDA 
(Weinstein paragraph 8). 

18. Claims 10, 13, and 14 are rejected upon the same grounds as claims 4, 7, and 8 
respectively. 

19. In regards to claim 11, Staples discloses wherein at least one PC includes a modem (fig. 
11.1113) connecting to the Internet (fig. 11.1119), said at least one PC being connected to the 
web server (fig. 11.1118) over the Internet. 

20. In regards to claim 23, Staples discloses a VPCN as in claim 1 wherein said remotely 
connected device is an analog telephone connected to a land line to said public telephone 
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network (fig. 11.1110). Staples does not disclose wherein said remotely connected device is one 
of a plurality of devices comprising a cell phone and a WAP. 

Weinstein discloses choosing between a plurality of devices in paragraphs 8 and 76. 
Weinstein discloses a cell phone and WAP device as one of the plurality of choices for remotely 
connected device in paragraph 8. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to choose between different devices, as taught by Weinstein, in the VPCN taught by Staples 
because doing so allows the user to specify the preferred telephone to use, based upon for 
example the time of day, as described in paragraph 76 of Weinstein. This helps ensure call 
completion regardless of the time or location of the user. 

21 . Claims 24 and 25 are rejected upon the same grounds as claim 23. 

Conclusion 

22. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
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however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to KERRI M. ROSE whose telephone number is (571) 272-0542. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday, 7:00 am - 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Aung MOE can be reached on (571) 272-7314. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/AungS. Moe/ /Kerri M Rose/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 26 1 6 Examiner, Art Unit 2616 



